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Number of Weeks to Construct a Wind Farm 

based on its Design Generation Capacity 
  Unit Likely Min - Max 

… note, the construction duration generally does not make provision 

for the period to undertake and complete design, documentation, 

procurement, head contracting activities, permitting, and government 

approvals.  Additional provision for these activities should be allowed. 

     

… note, there are a variety of factors than can impact the 

construction of a wind farm. Factors that impact the construction 

duration could include the terrain, regulatory framework, experience 

and availability of constructors and subcontractors, number of crews 

and the weather. 

     

… to calculate the duration, use the formula A x B = C, where; 

A is the generation capacity in megawatts (MW) 

B is the one of the rates below, and 

C is the construction duration in weeks 

     

Number of weeks to construct an Onshore Wind Farm with generation 

capacity less than 50MW 

     

… generally wks/MW 3.7 0.8 - 9.5 

... with less than 10 turbines wks/MW 8.7 8.3 - 9.2 

… with between 10 and 20 turbines wks/MW 1.8 0.9 - 8.3 

… with between 20 and 30 turbines wks/MW 2.3 1.2 - 3.4 

Number of weeks to construct an Onshore Wind Farm with generation 

capacity between 50MW and 100MW      

… generally wks/MW 1.3 0.8 - 2.1 

... with less than 30 turbines wks/MW 1.5 0.9 - 2.2 

... with between 30 and 40 turbines wks/MW 1.6 1.2 - 1.8 

... with between 40 and 50 turbines wks/MW 0.6 0.5 - 0.9 

Number of weeks to construct an Onshore Wind Farm with generation 

capacity between 100MW and 200MW      

… generally wks/MW 0.3 0.1 - 0.7 

… with less than 50 turbines wks/MW 0.3 0.2 - 0.5 

… with between 50 and 60 turbines wks/MW 0.6 0.5 - 0.7 

… with between 60 and 70 turbines wks/MW 0.2 0.2 - 0.6 
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Number of Weeks to Construct a Wind Farm 

based on its Design Generation Capacity 
  Unit Likely Min - Max 

… with more than 70 turbines  wks/MW 0.1 0.1 - 0.2 

Number of weeks to construct an Onshore Wind Farm with generation 

capacity greater than 200MW      

… generally wks/MW 0.3 0.1 - 0.5 

 

 

Number of Weeks to Construct a Wind Farm 

based on the Number of Turbines 
  Unit Likely Min - Max 

… note, the construction duration generally does not make provision 

for the period to undertake and complete design, documentation, 

procurement, head contracting activities, permitting, and government 

approvals.  Additional provision for these activities should be allowed. 

     

… note, there are a variety of factors than can impact the 

construction of a wind farm. Factors that impact the construction 

duration could include the terrain, regulatory framework, experience 

and availability of constructors and subcontractors, number of crews 

and the weather. 

     

… to calculate the duration, use the formula A x B = C, where; 

A is the generation capacity in megawatts (MW) 

B is the one of the rates below, and 

C is the construction duration in weeks 

     

Number of weeks to construct an Onshore Wind Farm based on the 

number of turbines 

     

… with less than 10 turbines 
wks/ 

turbine 18.0 17.1 - 20.6 

… with between 10 and 40 turbines 
wks/ 

turbine 2.9 1.7 - 6.9 

… with between 40 and 80 turbines 
wks/ 

turbine 1.3 0.7 - 2.1 

… with 80 turbines or more 
wks/ 

turbine 0.6 0.3 - 0.9 
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How is the Project Forecast Benchmark established? 

The Project Forecast Benchmark is based on the performance of similar projects and has been 

established using records of historical, current and planned projects.  Project Forecast collects 

information on projects from media releases, promotion material such as capability statements, and 

other public records. This information is then collated, reviewed and incorporated into the Project 

Forecast database for comparison against similar projects. 

 

Related Benchmarks and Guidelines 

 

Electrical Substation Construction Duration Benchmark (PR-EN-ET-10) 

Electricity Transmission Line Construction Duration Benchmark (PR-EG-ET-20) 

Various Electricity Generation (Power Station) Construction Duration Benchmarks 

Project Planning Acronyms and Abbreviations (GE-GU-20) 

 

 

Visit www.projectforecast.com.au to view and download additional benchmarks and guidelines. 

 

About Project Forecast 

Project Forecast is a specialist project planning organisation that assists others with the planning of 

major projects. The Project Forecast Benchmarks have been developed to assist project teams plan and 

assess the performance of their project against other projects. 

 

To find out more about Project Forecast and see how we can assist your project 

visit us at www.projectforecast.com.au . 
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http://www.projectforecast.com.au/engineering-construction-projects/electrical-substation-construction-duration-benchmark/
http://www.projectforecast.com.au/engineering-construction-projects/electricity-transmission-line-construction-duration-benchmark/
http://www.projectforecast.com.au/energy/
http://www.projectforecast.com.au/books-manuals-and-guidelines/project-planning-acronyms-and-abbreviations/
http://www.projectforecast.com.au/
http://www.projectforecast.com.au/

